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We sprayed the table legs Mississippi 
Mud Pie by Benjamin Moore with the FLEXiO® 890 detail nozzle. 

Fall into the Season! 
As one might expect, our 
autumn issue is a harvest 
of fresh ideas. In fact, 
we’ve taken the paint 
sprayer and truly turned 
it into a “must have” tool 
for decorating. And that’s 
exciting because nothing 
creates possibilities like 
a tool that has a plethora 
of uses. In this issue 
we’ve included craft 
ideas, ways to upcycle 
furniture and clever uses 
for the sprayer that take its 
ease and convenience to 
new heights. I spent some 
time recording videos with 
a new product called the 
Home Décor Sprayer. This 
counter top sprayer is the 
perfect size for your studio 
and is great for painting 
furniture, smaller accessories, 
baskets, wicker and more. My 
amazing designer friend Amy 
Chalmers joined me in the 
video segments as a co-host 
and simply fell in love with 
the new sprayer. She’s been 
dreaming up thousands of 
ways to use it for easy home 
furnishing transformations. 
Whether you are wall-scaping 
with your own sprayer, 
reclaiming a shed or spare 
room or crafting something 
new for the holiday season, 
this issue of FINISH has the 
best and easiest ideas that use 
paint in the most interesting 
of ways. Spread the word and 
spray it don’t just say it.
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The Great Pumpkin
Personalize your 
Halloween pumpkin 
with an unexpected 
spray of Valspar 
Cosmic Blue in semi-
gloss and then add a 
black paper silhouette 
of a sea horse.  

 For striped pumpkin (left), cover with 
blue painter’s tape and spray with Pittsburgh 
Paints’ semi-gloss black. Remove the tape 
and use designer pumpkins to decorate porch 
steps, sideboards, and benches. 

Kids will love to pick 

their favorite colors!
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Seasonal Switcheroo
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Haunt your house 
with easy upcycled 
furnishings that take 
on a seasonal style 

with a spray of 
black paint. 
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HAUNTED HOUSE
PROJECT
This cast off doll house was found in the “treasure 
hut” at the dump. With a spray of black paint and a 
few accessories it becomes the perfect spooktacular 
backdrop to greet trick-or-treating goblins.  

To haunt your own 
house, simply place 
the structure on a  
newspaper-covered 
table. Fill the Home 
Décor Sprayer with 
your favorite black paint 
(we used California 
Paints’ Sayward Pine in 
a semi gloss finish). Let 
dry and spray a second 
coat if necessary.  
 A trip to the craft 
store will yield all you 
need. Spiders, scary 
trees, birds and faux 
jack-o’-lanterns will look 
great in and around this 
haunted mansion. Place 
in an entry way for great 
effect or display on your 
front porch next to your 
treat bowl. Illuminate 
the inside with battery 
operated candles or 
mini holiday lights.  
Add spooky music 
and some cob webs 
and enjoy the best  
Halloween night ever.
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Battery votive illuminates the doorway. 
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A mercuria l pumpkin glows 
against a deep dark sprayed f inish.
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To give a sofa new 
life, simply spray it 
with your favorite 
shade of paint. We 
used a black latex 
paint to spray right 
over the crushed 
velvet and wood 
moldings. The 
results were instant 
and easy and 
transformed the sofa 
in mere minutes.  
Dry throughly 
overnight and and 
spray the next day  
to cover any 
unpainted spots.
 Use your recast 
sofa in an entry 
way, parlor or 
hallway and dress 
it up with seasonal 
pillows and throws 
to give it interest and 
character.

SPOOKIFYING 
YOUR SETTEE
A shapely old love seat in great condition may only 
need a spray of paint to bring it back from the dead.
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Sticky price tags on flea market 
finds can be a difficult drag to 
remove and can keep you from 
using a favorite new piece.  
Attach your scraping tool to 

the heat gun and place the heat 
setting to very low.  Heat and scape 

the price tag until it is fully removed 
(increasing the heat gun setting as necessary.)  Remove 
any sticker residue with window cleaner or warm water 
and put your new pieces into service.  

14



Low heat setting will do the 

trick and help remove any 

remaining sticker residue. 
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The season of change can be 
the perfect time to refresh a 
space. Recently, decorator Amy 
Chalmers of the popular blog 
Maison Décor, updated her home 
office using existing flea market 
finds and furnishings from 
around her home. Amy’s look 
has always been French inspired, 
but she was looking for a way 
to merge her love of natural 
elements with sophisticated 
filigree inspired collections. 
First, the room needed a new 
paint job, courtesy of Benjamin 
Moore French Canvas and the 
SMART Flow Roller®. The results 
provided a stellar backdrop for 
Amy’s very decorative collection 
of furnishings.

DESIGNER
SPOTLIGHT
with Amy

Chalmers
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 Gold is a theme in 
this revised space. 
Items were collected 
and sprayed gold to 
unify the design of 
the room. A gilded 
marble console 
holds an array of 
accessories topped 
with popular deer 
head taxidermy all 
displayed on a crisply 
painted wall. 

Gold, brass, 
reflective mirrors 
and shades of 
silver coalesce into 
a metallic palette 
that creates a 
rich backdrop for 
Amy’s hours of 
design work. The 
neutral palette 
keeps it all from 
getting too showy 
and overwhelming.  
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A sphere chandelier now deemed “too masculine for the space” 
by Amy, was transformed on the spot using Matthew Mead’s 
new Metallic Copper by Fusion™ Mineral Paint.

Spray this light 

f ixture right in place!
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This spray job is 
“easy peasy” says 
Amy. Prep for the 
task by using low
tack tape to hang a 
plastic drop cloth 
from the ceiling in 
a semi-circle; also 
use tape to cover 
sockets. Now you’re 
ready to use the 
FLEXiO® 590 with 
detail nozzle! Rotate 
the fixture as needed 
while spraying. Once 
dry, carefully remove 
tape and plastic sheeting.
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Amy wanted to 
fling open her 
French painted 
cupboard and 
show off her 
collections for 
a new look. The 
FLEXiO® 590 is 
a brilliant way to 
spray the inside 
of anything in just 
minutes. Amy used 
Matthew Mead’s 
Pale Gold Metallic 
by Fusion to add 
a shimmering 
gold to this simple 
cupboard.  

Cupboard Color:
Matthew Mead’s 

Pale Gold Metallic 
by Fusion™ Mineral Paint
Go to fusionmineralpaint.com 

 for a dealer near you.
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Spray the inside of 

the cupboard in mere 

minutes with no 

brush marks!

For more of Amy’s designs, check out 
her blog at maisondecor8.blogspot.com.
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Amy decided to 
take her closet 
doors from ho-
hum to fabulous 
by making them 
a stand-out 
architectural 
feature in the 
room. The 
solution? Paint 
them a different 
color than the 
woodwork. Amy 
choose Benjamin 
Moore Sag Harbor 
gray and sprayed 
the doors using 
the FLEXiO® 590 
with detail nozzle 
attachment. Amy 
began by taping 
off the woodwork 
and covering the 
adjacent walls with 
plastic drop cloth 
and the floor with 
craft paper. Within 
minutes the 
doors are painted 
and become a 
feature of interest 
rather then just 
a utilitarian 
necessity.
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Use a step 
ladder to properly 
reach the top of 
the door and if 
necessary a foot 
stool to provide 
a steady perch 
for painting the 
bottom.
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Upcycled Style
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Use the new  

Wagner Home Décor Sprayer 

to upcycle simple lids 

into stylish accents. 

A sprayed lid with a felt candy corn 

makes a great treat bag embellishment. 
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Both the lids and the mirror 
frame were sprayed with the 
Home Décor Sprayer.
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Frame or Contain
A flea market mirror (left) is 
painted black with copper finished 
lids accenting the corners. Attach 
with epoxy. Make table favors (this 
page) with canning jars and lids 
fitted with lampshade clip adapters 
attached using an awl. Fill with 
candy and attach a place card for 
a party or wedding favor. For clip 
adapter check out lampshop.com.
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Country colors  
mixed with 

upcycled ingenuity 
means a stylish  
wreath for fall.
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Personalize your wreath in any way you choose. Variations of the 
same color palette or a single color may be desirable. For seasonal 
accents, use a hot glue gun and add snippets of leaves, twigs, faux 
berries or silk flowers.

The painted and 
distressed lids are 
created through 
a series of steps 
using the Wagner 
Home Décor 
Sprayer. To make 
the wreath, simply 
epoxy finished 
lids to a wooden 
wreath form from 
the crafts store. 
Use the wreaths 
to decorate 
cupboards, doors, 
mantles or to make 
an autumn table 
centerpiece with 
candles like the 
one shown on 
pages 30-31.

Use as a wreath or a candle ring!
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The Wagner Home Décor Sprayer is the perfect tool for this 
painted lid craft project. Line lids up on a paper covered work 
surface and spray with Modern Masters metal effects primer. Let 
dry and follow with a spray of Modern Masters copper reactive 
metal paints. Let dry thoroughly and mist with Modern Masters 
rust activator. Let dry completely before crafting.  

SPRAYED 
JAR LIDS
Create your own decorative lids using your 
favorite paints and an array of treatments from 
Modern Masters metal effects paint finishes.  

For a rusted and distressed painted finish, spray the lids with 
paint after the primer and then spray mist with the metal 
activator once dry. For a mix of painted lids work in batches of 
20 lids at a time on a movable surface like a cardboard try or old 
cookie sheet. Let dry thoroughly before crafting.  
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Casey Devine, country woman 
and designer, needed more 
space for her growing dried 
botanical business. The 
solution? Revamping a small 
shed attached to the main 
barn called The Milk House to 
become a workshop/studio. 
Her husband, Bill, added 
horizontal planks to create  
the walls and with a  
FLEXiO® 990 she bathed the 
space in a warm, creamy white 
that not only reflects light, 
but makes for a sunny, bright 
space to happily work on her 
creations. What’s more, Casey 
discovered the new Wagner 
Home Décor Sprayer, which 
she adapted to spray some 
of her finished dried flower 
arrangements.  

Spray

Dried botanicals 
get a paint spray 
for longer life.

COLOR: California Paints’ 
Parsnip in a matte finish
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Casey wanted an old fashioned whitewashed look so 
she chose a paint that included primer in the mix and 
opted only for a one-coat country look.

The shed proved to be a 
big space to spray all in 
one afternoon so Casey 
choose the FLEXiO® 990 
continuous feed sprayer 
to get the walls covered 
in a streamlined fashion. 

Before
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One Coat 

A quick spray of 
Annie Sloan Chalk 
Paint® in Coco 
over a vintage 
lamp base means 
a stylish new light 
source for the 
fall season and 
beyond. Pair with 
a fabric shade 
or purchase a 
paper shade you 
can spray in a 
complimentary 
color using the 
FLEXiO® 890 with 
detail nozzle.  

Spray&
Display
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Paint it all!

An old desk gains new and stylish life with an upholstered top 
and a spray of Fusion™ Mineral Paint. Painting the entire piece 
one color provides unity but also adds a hardened protective 
layer to the fabric surface. The FLEXiO® 890 sprayer with 
detail nozzle holds enough paint to cover both pieces.  

We sprayed 
the chair in 
the same paint 
to match. 
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Less is more 
and paint 
makes it shine!

A traditional china 
cabinet made in 
a factory in the 
1950s gets a quick 
and modernized 
update by 
removing some of 
its embellishments 
and bringing forth 
some graphic 
interest. Begin 
by removing the 
fancy pediment 
on the top with a 
crowbar. Fill any 
holes with wood 
putty, sand, and 
then spray with a 
coat of California 
Paints Speakeasy 
in a matte finish. 
Replace the glass 
with wooden 
panels sprayed 
with California 
Paints Modern 
Ivory to show off 
the visual detail of 
the wooden door 
panel design.  

Wooden inlay design becomes 
a central graphic sprayed and 
relieved by wooden panel inserts. 

The FLEXiO® 890 is designed to take on longer projects with 

more user comfort, indoors and out. Its revolutionary iSpray® 

technology and powerful turbine combined with integrated 

storage and variable speed on the handle, make it an ideal 

tool to transform any surface. It’s simply a smarter way to 

paint. Learn more at WagnerFlexio.com.

THE FLEXiO® 890 LIGHTWEIGHT, 
PORTABLE SPRAY SYSTEM

YOU HOLD THE SPRAYER. 
THE BASE HOLDS THE TURBINE.
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Engage additional uses for 
the Home Décor Sprayer by 
removing wrinkles with ease. 

Crisp with no wrinkles in 

a quarter of the time it 

takes to iron!

Fill the Home Décor Sprayer with Downy 
Wrinkle Releaser® plus.  Hang all of your 
linens on a line inside or out. Spray the 
wrinkle releaser evenly over the fabrics and 
let dry until the wrinkles have been released. 

O
FF THE WALL
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The sprayer 
distributes a fine mist 

in minutes meaning 
table liners, curtains 

and guest bedding 
can all look perfect 

and wrinkle free.

Curtains 

have body for 

gathering but 

no wrinkles.!
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If the old fashioned flea 
market is the original 
upcycling concept for 
thrifty decorating and 
design, then the newly 
minted occasional sale 
is the ultra chic, finely 
edited version of how the 
stylishly-sophisticated, 
on-trend shoppers feather 
their nests today.  Here 
with an insider’s look is 
founder and show promoter 
of the famous CITY 
FARMHOUSE in Franklin, 
Tennessee, Kim Leggett. 
With several themed shows 
a year and a stable of super 
stylish and talented vintage 
vendors, Kim shares her love 
of design and how upcycling 
drives her growing empire.

MATTHEW MEAD  
What do you think  
of upcycling furniture 
with paint?

KIM LEGGETT Over the 
last few years we have 
seen that using paint can 
greatly enhance those 
vintage pieces that were 
once less desirable, like 
Depression Era furniture. 
A fresh coat of paint can 
completely transform a 

piece. I particularly 
love the French blues, 
whites, and greys. And 
light distressing adds 
to the character. We 
now sell beautiful, 
recently painted 
pieces alongside the 
decades old painted 
pieces.

MM What percentage  of 
your vendors use paint to reinvent 
their items for the marketplace?

KL We’ll have around 80 or so vendors 
from nearly 20 states at the City 
Farmhouse Pop-up Fair in October, 
so you can expect a very wide variety 
of vintage and antique pieces, and 

plenty of upcycled looks too. In that 
vein, there will be everything from the repainted and 
distressed furniture you’d expect, to repurposed jewelry 
and upcycled clothing, found objects that have been 
recreated into something amazing, and more.

MM Can any item be upcycled?  Do you think adding a 
paint treatment and finish is a great way to personalize 
a piece?

KL At one time, I would have said “no” to the first part  
of this question. But, over the years I’ve seen designers 
get very creative using paint. I see many upcyclers 
painting cloth these days—something I never imagined. 
I believe that paint can totally transform a room or a 
piece. It lends itself to so many possibilities for creating 
personal style.

GREAT EVENTS:
CITY FARMHOUSE
WITH KIM LEGGETT

Kim Leggett
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Photos courtesy of City Farmhouse

VISIT KIM’S WONDERFUL  
SHOWS IN THE COMING YEAR:

2015
November 13th - 15th Factory at Franklin, 

230 Franklin Rd. Jameson Hall

2016 
June 17, 18 Factory at Franklin,  

230 Franklin Rd. Exhibit Halls & Courtyard

October 14, 15 Factory at Franklin, 
230 Franklin Rd. Exhibit Halls & Courtyard

November 11, 12 Factory at Franklin, 
230 Franklin Rd. Jameson Hall

For more information, visit 
cityfarmhousefranklin.blogspot.com.

SUPPLIES
Replicate our projects with ease using 

the right tool for the right effect. Here are 
the Wagner tools we used in this issue to 

create a beautiful FINISH.

Home Décor Sprayer
Tricks That Treat, Flip Your Lid, 

Spray Away Wrinkles

FLEXiO® 590
Designer Spotlight with Amy Chalmers

FLEXiO® 890
Spray & Display

 FLEXiO® 990
Spray My Way

HT1000 Heat Gun
Flex Market Flix 
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1. Annie Sloan Florence
2. Cee Cee Caldwell Carolina Sun Yellow
3. California Paints Parsnip
4. Fusion™ Mineral Paint Buttermilk Cream
5. Fusion™ Mineral Paint Inglenook
6. California Paints Speakeasy
7. Matthew Mead Studio Metallic Copper 
 by Fusion™ Mineral Paint
8. Blackberry House Hummingbird
9. Valspar La Fonda Ortiz Gold
10. Fusion™ Mineral Paint Chocolate
11. Annie Sloan Barcelona Orange
12. Annie Sloan Antibes Green
13. Valspar Jellyfish Blue
14. California Paints Saywood Pine
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10 11

12
13

14

Boutique paints are all the 

rage an are a great way to 

engage local small businesses.

Autumn Palette

LEAVES
MUST

AUTUMN

fall


